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PROTESTS continued from page 16

pandemic measures, but said
"harassment and violence do not
belong" there.

Rotterdam  Mayor ~ Ahmed
Aboutaleb described the clashes
as "an orgy of violence" and said
"policefeltitnecessary todraw their
weapons to defend themselves."

One police officer was hospi-
talized with a leg injury and two
protesters were struck by bullets.
Officials are investigating whether
they were hit with police gunfire,
according to the Associated Press.

Europeis the world's only region
with coronavirus deaths on the
rise, jumping by 5% since earlier
this month, according to the World
Health Organization. In response,
authorities are tightening rules for
those unvaccinated.

In Berlin, for example, only
those who are vaccinated or have
recovered from the virus can now
go inside bars and restaurants.
Greece reimposed some restric-
tions for unvaccinated people, the
AP reported. Belgium mandated
that people work from home at
least four days a week.

The European Union relies on
digital covid safe certificates to
allow people to travel between
E.U. countries without quarantin-
ing and - in many places - enter
restaurants and other sites. The
certificate shows if a person is
vaccinated, has recently tested
negative for the virus or has
already recovered from the virus.
The European Commission said
Friday that the 27-nation bloc
has so far issued 660 million
certificates.

“The issuance of covid certifi-
cates is a very important tool to
ensure safe, free movement in the
European Union and also a very
successful tool,” spokesman Chris-
tian Wigand told reporters Friday.
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US patrol boats sent to beef up

CARGO:
U.S. flagged
general

" cargo ship
Ocean
Grand, carry-
| ing two U.S.
Coast Guard
cutters, sails
in the Darda-
nelles, on its
way to the
Black Sea,

in Canak-

" kale, Turkey
November
20.

Ukrainian Navy near Black Sea

KYIV, Nov 20 (Reuters) - A ship
carrying two refitted former U.S. Coast
Guard patrol boats designed to beef
up the Ukrainian Navy transited the
Dardanelles strait on Saturday days
after Ukraine said it feared Russia
might be preparing an attack on it.

The ship carrying the two Island-
class patrol boats departed Baltimore
for the Ukrainian port of Odessa on
Nov. 8. Ukrainian sailors have already
undergone extensive training on the
vessels in the United States. Ukraine
got two similar vessels in 2019.

The two new boats are part of asecu-
rity package to Ukraine worth over
$2.5 billion since 2014, the year when
Russia annexed the Crimean Penin-
sula and Russian-backed separatists
seized a swath of eastern Ukraine, the
U.S. embassy in Kyiv says.

The United States, Ukraine and
NATO have accused Russia of threat-
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ening behaviour towards Kyiv in recent
weeks alleging that it has built up its
forces in proximity to Ukraine in an
unusual way.

Russia says it has the right to move
its troops anywhere it wants on its own
territory and is not planning to attack
anyone.

The Kremlin said in September that
NATO would cross a Russian red line if
it expanded its military infrastructure
in Ukraine, and Moscow has since
accused Ukraine and NATO of desta-
bilising behaviour, including in the
Black Sea.

Kyiv lost most of its Black Sea naval
power after the annexation of Crimea

when Russia seized much of its navy.
It has since been trying to rebuild its
navy with the help of NATO countries.

The U.S. State Department this
summer approved the potential sale
to Ukraine of up to 16 Mark VI patrol
boats and equipment for an estimated
$600 million.

Ukraine, which strives to become
a NATO member, received a large
consignment of U.S. ammunition
earlier this year and Javelin anti-
tank missiles, prompting criticism
from Moscow which has said it has
serious security concerns about the
prospect of Ukraine joining NATO
one day.

Meeting Agenda:

|. Call to order

II. Confirmation of Publication

[II. Roll call

IV. Approval of agenda/minutes

V. HPLO website

VI. Administrator’s Report

VII. Legal Counsel Report

VIII. Committee Reports

IX. Old Business

(a) Agency Reports (USNH, GMHA, GCC, GDOE,

DPHSS, DPW, EMSC, EMD

Paramedic Program Update
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(b) paramedic protocols, EMS lifesaving award,
EMT of the year, Policies and Protocol booklet,
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X. New Business
(a) EMS Conference
(b) Interim Field Training Protocols
(c) Interim Authorization to practice
as a paramedic
(d) Recertifications
XI. Miscellaneous
XII. Announcements
XIII. Adjournment
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