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US judge orders government to
release Iragis or grant bond hearings

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A US.
judge ordered the government on
Tuesday to either release iraqi immi-
grants it arrested last year or grant
them bond hearings, in the latest
judicial curb on the Trump admin-
istration’s efforts to tighten U.S.
immigration.

Last year the federal government
detained hundreds of Iragiimmigrants
whag had been ordered deported years
ago due to criminal convictions, Iraq
until recently had refused to take
them back, but struck a deal with the
United States in March to repatriate
its citizens, sparking the immigration
sweeps.

The lragis and civil rights groups
reprasenting them sued the federal
government. U.S. District Judge Mark
Goldsmith, in Detroit, had previously
halted the deportation of the Iragis,
many of whom are Christian, who
argued they would face persecution
if they were sent back to Iraq.

In his ruling en Tuesday, Goldsmith
said that any of the Iragis held for
six months or longer must either be
released or granted a bond hearing
before an immigration judge within
30 days.
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*Qur legal tradition rejects ware-
housing human beings while their
legal rights are being determined,”
wrote Goldsmith.

The Trump administration has tried
to deport the Iragis as part of its push
te increase immigration enforcement

and make countries, which have
resisted in the past, take back nation-
als ordered deported from the United
States.

Since June, immigration enforce-
ment officers have detained approx-
imately 300 Iraqi nationals with final

deportation orders, according to
information provided to the court by
the Iraqis’ lawyers. There are approx-
imately 1,400 Iragis in the United
States with final deportation orders.

The U.S. government said in March
that Iraq had agreed to repatriate Iraqi
nationals ordered deported from the
United $tates.

But Goldsmith noted in his order
that the United States has "ne writ-
ten agreement” with Irag regardingits
cooperation, and that it is therefore
unclear whether Irag had agreed to
take back all its nationals, and if so,
under what conditions.

Goldsmith said his ruling would
apply to Iragi detainees in similar
circumstances nationwide, even if
they are not irvolved in the litigation.

“(Goldsmith) just really reaffirmed
the principle that indefinite detention
in this country is net acceptable,”
said Kary Moss, executive director of
the American Civil Liberties Union of
Michigan, which is representing the
Iragis.

The Department of Justice, whichis
arguing on behalf of the government,
did not immeadiately respond to a
request for comment.

Senator Hatch to retire,
opening door for bid by Romney

WASHINGTON (Reuters} - LS.
Republican Sen. Orrin Hatch said on
Tuesday he will not seek re-election
in November, opening the door to a
potential Senate bid by Mitt Romney,
the 2012 Republican presidential
candidate and one of the party's
harshest critics of President Donald
Trump.

"Every good fighter knows when to
hang up the gloves, And for me, that
time is soon appraaching,” Hatch said
in a video statement posted on Twit-
ter, “Thal's why after much prayer and
discussion with family and friends,
I've decided to retire at the end of this
term.”

Hateh, 83, of Utah, is the most senior
Republican in the LL.5, Senate, having
first been elected in 1976. He is chair-
man of the tax-writing Senate Finance
Cornmittee. Trump has credited him
with helping shepherd a massive
tax overhaul through Congress last
month.

Hatch steps down amid specula-
tion that Romney, the former Massa-
chusetts governor who ran against
Democratic President Barack Obama

RETIRING: Sen. Ommin Hatch, left,
accompanied by Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, sm:ond from right, nnd‘

in, saying that Romney would likely
decide relatively soon whether to
seek the Senate seat in the Republfi-
can-leaning state.

If he does decide to mount a
campaign, Romney, who gained
national prominence as head of the
2002 Salt Lake City Olympics, would
be the front-runner, said Republican
strategist Joe Brettell,

“Romney’s name ID, fund-raising
nelwurk and business acumen will

bers of the R ican Con:
speaks ot 0 news mnference about !he
passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Acts ot
the LLS. Capitol in Washington, D.C. on
Dz, 20, 2017. Aaron P Bernstein/Reuters

in 2012, would run for his Senate seat
Rormney, who is a Mormon, has close
ties to Utah, a state with a majori-
ty-Mormon population.

In a staternent on Twitter, Romney
praised Hatch for his service but
he did not say it he would enter the
Senate race,

A close Romney adviser, speak
ing on condition of anonymity, said
Hatch's decision increased the odds
that Romney would consider jumping

diately vault himto the top of the

Senate GOP list,” Brettell said. "The
question is whether he can happily
weather a body currently known more
for partisan rancor than the Mr. Fixit
role he's played all his life.”

in a tweet, Trump congratulated
Hatch on “an absolutely incredi-
ble career” Trump called Hatch a
“tremendous supporter” and said he
will be “greatly missed” in the Senate.

Trump said last month he wanted
Hatch to run for another six-year
Senate term in 2018, in a slap a'
Romney, who was one of Trump'
harshest Republican critics during th
2016 presidential campaign.
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Judge grants release,
orders $100K cash bond

By Mindy Aguon

mindy@postguam.com

luanita Marie Quitugua Moser has
been granted her request to leave
off-island for medical treatment, but
she will have to deposit $100,000
cash with the District Court of Guam
before she can go.

District Court Chief Judge Frances
Tydingco-Gatewood granted Moser's
motion to travel for orthopedic surgery
after receiving supporting documenta-
tion from Moser's physician that indi-
cated her need for medical care in the
Philippines.

Moser and Raymond Martinez Jr.
were charged in 2015 with conspiracy
to distribute methamphetamine and
possession with intent to distribute
methamphetamine, after they were

pounds of meth during a two-month
sting operation.

The government opposed Moser's
request to travel off-island for the
surgery, arguing it has a strong case
against the defendants and a serious

4 MOTION HEARING: Juanita Marie Quitu-
gua Moser and Raymond Martinez Jr. leave
the District Court of Guam in Hagdtiia after a
motion hearing Dec. 21.

David Castro/The Guam Daily Post

flight risk exists.

The judge’s order, signed yesterday,
allows Moser to travel to the Philip-
pines after Jan 7. and return to Guam
no later than Jan. 22

Moser and Martinez's legal coun-
sels have accused federal law enforce-
ment of "setting up” the couple in an
effort to help former Guam Customs
and Quarantine Agency Lt. Henry
Alvendia, who accepted bribes and
other payments while on the job,
avoid prison.

The trial is scheduled to begin on
Feb. 6, 2018.

Stay safe during celebrations

By Andrew Roberto
andrew@postguam.com

Back in 2008, Emily Mae Caalim
was a 6-year-old playing in a relative's
yard on New Year's Eve, when an object
struck her head and caused her to
bleed, according to Post files.

Emily was rushed to Guam Memorial
Hospital. Doctors there made a star-
tling discovery: Emily had been struck
by a bullet fragment.

Although the child received surgery
to remove the fragment, the incident
sparked an investigation by the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives in 2009,

The likelihood of gun-related or
explosion-related injury rises as the
year's end approaches, as some resi-
dents seek to ring in the new year
with a bang by shooting firearms and
fireworks - with little thought to the
repercussions.

Bullets fired into the air can rise up to
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2 miles before falling at a rate between
300and 700feetpersecond. Discharg-
ing a firearm into the airis a crime and
can lead to felony charges under Guam
law, or federal charges if that person is
prohibited from possessing a firearm.

According to Guam law, no fire-
works are allowed on island "unless
consigned to the territorial or federal
government.” Even in this case, fire-
works can be used only under direct
supervision of authorities belonging
to that government, such as the fire
department.

‘All kinds of Injuries’

“In the ER we see people that have
all kinds of injuries,” said Dr. Alexander
Wielaard, aphysician at GuamRegional
Medical City. “Gunshot injuries are not
too common on Guam, but firecracker
injuries are common everywhere."

According to Wielaard, fireworks-re-
lated injuries can occur when people
light firecrackers as they hold them or
fire them at people.

Children are most at risk of fire-
works-related injury, according to the
National Fire Protection Association.
During Fourth of July celebrations, it's
most often children and teens who
are injured because of consumer fire-
works, according to the NFPA. In 2013,
the NFPA reported that 11,400 people
had been treated in emergency rooms
for fireworks-related injuries. About 38
percent of those treated suffered inju-
ries to their head.

Wielaard said blast injuries will vary
depending on the strength of the fire-
works. But in the worst cases, injuries
can result in the loss of limbs.

“The problem with a blast injury
is that it causes a lot of damage,” he
said. "It sort of will mangle some of the
tissue and when that happens, it means
the likelihood that reattaching the digit
and it works is much lower.”

"You can basically mangle your
entire hand, lose your fingers. It can be
quite serious,” Wielaard said.
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