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Probation for air cargo
worker who stole vape juice

By Lannie Walker
lannie@postguam.com
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A former ramp agent with Microne-
S sian Air Cargo won't go to prison but
E will be placed under probation for a
& year for stealing items from the mail.
Antonio Pasion Victor Jr, 24, was
sentencedyesterday. He pleadedguilty
in May of stealing several items that
were destined for the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands. The
items included a PlayStation 4 console,

four video games, a controller and four
bottles of vape juice. The value of the
items was estimated to be $553. Victor
returned all of the items except for the
vape juice,

Prosecutor Stephen Leon Guerrero
recommended three years of proba-
tion, a $500 fine, and 50 hours of
community service. He told District
Court Chief Judge Frances Tyding-
co-Gatewood the defendant “took
advantage of his position.”

"The public deserves protection”

from mail theft, Leon Guerrero said.

Victor, who had no prior criminal
history, said in court: "At the time,
| was not thinking. | do apologize. It
was my mistake. | am not this kind of
person,” he said.

Victor's defense attorney Cynthia
Ecube said the U.S. Attorney's office
was “not interested in working out a
deal.”

Ecube told the judge that her client
made a "bad error in judgment” and
“owns up to his culpability.”

CSC upholds Port police lieutenant's firing

By Kevin Kerrigan
kevin@postguam.com

The Civil Service Commission has
upheld the termination of former Port
Authority of Guam police Lt. Eddie
Castro.

Castro was the second highest-rank-
ing law enforcement officer at the Port
when he was fired in 2013,

Port attorney Mike Phillips said
Castro was accused of using an offi-
cial port vehicle to visit his girlfriend
during work hours and then falsifying
his time cards, claiming he was at work
when he was not.

Initially, the CSC voted S to 1 to
demote Castro to unarmed Port guard,
even though Phillips argued that that
position does not exist at the port.

Seeking full reinstatement and back
pay, Castro took his case to the Supe-
rior Court of Guam. However, Judge
Maria Cenzon denied his appeal and
sent the case back to the Civil Service
Commission.

Following a hearing on arguments
on April 4, the commission voted 4-0
to uphold management’s decision to
terminate Castro.

Castro was represented by attorney
William Pole, who did not return a call
for comment.

When asked if the Castro case has
any bearing on the ongoing "Port 7"
fired workers' appeals, Phillips said,
“it shows you there's good reason not
to try and settle them.”

The Port 7 cases should be allowed
to reach a final conclusion befare

anyone is reinstated, he said.

The Port 7 cases stem from
an allegedly fraudulent workers’
compensation claim filed more than
six years ago by former Port market-
ing manager Bernadette Sterne
Meno.

Port General Manager Rory Respi-
cio has assigned Deputy General
Manager Connie Shinohara to review
the Port 7 cases and at least six addi-
tional cases involving the termination
of Port employees under the prior
administration.

No settlement offers have been
made to any of the Port 7 employees,
however, attorney Curtis Vandeveld,
who represents two of the Port 7, said
the Part “invited settlement offers” in
January.

Police, Guard
confirmation
hearings scheduled

Confirmation hearings have
been scheduled for Capt,
Stephen Ignacio and Lt. Col.
Esther Aguigui.

The Committee on Public
Safety, Border Safety, Military
and Veterans Affairs, Mayors'
Council, Infrastructure and
Public Transit will hold the
confirmation hearing on April
16. The committee will accept
public testimony on the gover-
nor's nomination of Ignacio to
serve as the chief of the Guam
Police Department and Aguigui
to serve as the adjutant general
of the Guam National Guard and
director of the Department of
Military Affairs.

Ignacio’s confirmation had
been postponed pending the
submission of several docu-
ments. His confirmation hear-
ingis scheduled for 3:30 p.m. on
April 16. Aguigui's confirmation
hearing is scheduled for 4:45
p.m. the same day.

Following the confirmation
hearings, the committee will
conduct a public hearing at 6
p.m. on proposed rules and
regulations related to games
of chance at fairs followed by
testimony on Bill 42 that seeks
to grant administrative juris-
diction of a two-acre parcel of
land in Tamuning to the Guam
Regional Transit Authority.

{Daily Post Staff)

Delegate proposes amendment for timely tax refunds

By Kevin Kerrigan
kevin@postguam.com

Guam Del Michael San Nicolas
plans to introduce an amendment to
the Organic Act of Guam that would
require that the government of Guam
set aside funds in the tax refund

ensure that “tax refund payments are
more timely,” he said.

San Nicolas said the set-aside would
also prevent GovGuam from increased
deficit spending.

San Nicolas wrote to Gov. Lou Leon
Guerrero praising the commitment
she made to include a $125 million

account. The amendment would set-aside for tax refunds in her 2020
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budget proposal submitted Monday to
the Legislature.

San Nicolas wrote that tax refund
set-asides have “been a matter of
public law for many years,” although
rarely followed.

The congressman said adding an
amendment to the Organic Act would
be enforceable by the District Court
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of Guam.

Additionally, he said an Organic Act
amendment supersedes the "sepa-
ration of powers" argument made by
past administrations that maintained
the local law requiring the tax refund
set-aside is unenforceable “by the
local courts as a result of the separa-
tion of powers clause.”

SanNicolaswrotethatthegovernor's
“commitment to make these deposits
within the first full fiscal year” of her
administration "is commendable.”

The congressman asked for the
governor's support to “enshrine this
practice into the Organic Act.”

San Nicolas stated he intends to
introduce the amendment to the
Organic Act by next month,

To date, the Leon Guerrero adminis-
tration has not paid any tax refunds for
the 2018 tax year.
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Cancer treatment
made from stem cells

SAN DIEGO (Tribune News Service)
— A new form of cancer immunother-
apy has been given to a University of
California, San Diego Health patient
in the first test of immune cells grown
from stem cells,

The patient, Derek Ruff, is being
treated for stage 4 colon cancer, which
recurred after a decade in remission,
The disease continued to progress
despite chemotherapy and radiation,
said UCSD's Dr. Sandip Patel, who
treated Ruff.

Ruff is getting infusions of what are
called "natural killer” or NK cells, made
by San Diego's Fate Therapeutics. Fate
has worked closely with UCSD’s Dr.
Dan Kaufman, an expert onthese cells.

Ruff began getting multiple doses of
NK cells in February. In early April, he
said the immunotherapy hasn't debili-
tated him like previous treatments.

“Before | got the first treatment, |
was very apprehensive,” said Ruff, 52.
"l had been through alot of chemo, and
chemo makes you feel really bad.”

It has yet to be determined if the
NK cell treatment, called FTS0O0, is
working.

Fate is testing these NK cells in
patients with advanced solid tumors,
where a better-known cell therapy
called chimeric antigen receptor, or
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CART cells, has shown limited benefit,

CAR T cells are genetically engi-
neered to detect a specific molecular
marker on the cancer cells. These cells
have revolutionized cancer treatment,
especially for blood cancers. Two
approved treatments are available,
Kymriah and Yescarta.

But the CAR T cells must be custom-
made from the pattent’s own cells, an
expensive process that takes weeks.
And they haven't been extensively
tested against solid tumors, such as
Ruff's.

Patel said he was particularly excited
by the idea of treating solid tumors
with NK cell therapies.

“Patients with solid tumors are the
biggest population of patients that
we see in aggregate, and are a major
unmet need in terms of celluiar immu-
notherapy,” Patel said.

FT500 is a first-of-its-kind product
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for experimental use,

Unlike CAR T cel's, which are
custom-made from a patient’s own
cells over a period of weeks, FT500
is produced in advance as an “off-the-
shelf* treatment and doesn't require
immune matching. Due to economies
of scale, “off-the-shelf" treatments are
expected to cost less.
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April 23 deadline set
for Trump tax returns

WASHINGTON (Tribune News
Service) — House Ways and Means
Chairman Richard Neal is giving the
IRS an extension until 5 p.m. April
23to produce the six years of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tax returns he
requested earlier this month.

The Massachusetts Democrat
told IRS Commissioner Charles
Rettig in a letter Saturday that
the agency has failed to produce
the tax returns despite an “unam-
biguous legal obligation to do
s0” under Section 6103 of the tax
code. If Rettig declines to turn over
the records by the new deadline,
Neal wrote that "your failure will
be interpreted as a denial of my
request.”

Neal's initial deadline for Rettig
was April 10. But Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin wrote to Neal
that the agency could not comply
at that time and that he would be
discussing the matter further with
Justice Department counsel.

Mnuchin wrote that the request
was politically motivated and
didn't have an underlying public

policy objective,

Trump had telegraphed his Trea-
sury secretary’s move Wednes-
day, telling reporters he wouldn't
release his tax returns since he's
still under audit.

Neal has asserted his right under
the Internal Revenue Code to ask
for any tax return from the IRS.
Section 6103 of that code states
that the agency "shall furnish”
any return requested by either the
House Ways and Means or Senate
Finance chairmen.

Democrats contend that a 1982
Treasury order delegated the
responsibility for complying with
Section 6103 to the IRS commis-
sioner, and that the tax laws also
stipulate if Treasury wants to take
thatpowerback,itmustfirstprovide
30 days’ notice to lawmakers,

The powers given the tax-writ-
ing commitiee chairmen stem
from a 1924 law that had its origin
in conflict of interest and bribery
allegations against administration
figures and those the administra-
tion did business with at the time,
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*CLUB INFINITY PRIGE @ $38.00 GHILD $19.00 ADULT
*ADULT PRICE $44.00 & CHILD PRICE $22.00

= SPARKLING BRUNGH WITH ALL YOU CAN DRINK BEER (BUD/BUDLIGHT)
WINE, ICED TEA & COFFEE

* EGG HUNTING FOR ALL AGES AT 1:30PM FOR DINING GUESTS WITH
“EGGS”CITING PRIZES @ PANDANUS PAVILION
Toddlers 1-2 (Must be accompanied by one parent)

3 years old to 5 years old
6 years old to 8 years old

9 years old to 12 years old

13 years cld to 16 years oid

Mom & Dad,
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN EASTER BASKETS

= MEET VERDE & REEF MASCOTS « LIVE MUSIC BY JOJO & LISA
+ PHOTO BOOTH

FOR RESERVATION, PLS CALL 644-3132/3130/3172

[www.guamreef.com Email: infinity@guamreef.com
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