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THE SCORE

MLB cancels 93 more games

NEW YORK (AP} —
Bascball  Commissioner
Rob Mantred canceled 93
more games Wednesday,
appearing 1o close the re-
maining <hance to play
a full 162-game schedule
and threatening locked out
players with loss of salary
and service time.

After the sides narrowed
many cconomic  differ-
ences and became bogged
down over management’s
atempt to gain an inter-
national  amateur  draft,
MLB announced two ad-
ditienal scries had been
canceled through April 13
"That raised the total to 184
games wiped out from the
1430-game regular season,
or 7,.6%.

“Because of the lagistical
realities of the calendar, an-
other two serics are being
removed from the sched-
ule. meaning that open-
ing day is pastponed until
April 147 Manfred said.

‘The union’s latest coun-
terotfer was hand delivered

by chicf negotiator Bruce
Meyer 10 MLBS office af-
ter he walked three blocks
through a wintry mix from
union headquarters

While the gaps slimmed
on the luxury tax, pre-ar-
bitration bonus pool and
minimum salary, manage-
ment continued to press for
its long-held goal of an in-
ternational amateur draft.
Players have repeatedly re-
jected the proposal since it
was made on July 23,

MLB said it would not
make a new counteroffer
to players unless the union
first chose onc of three ap-
tions: agrecing to the inter-
national draft in cxchange
for the elimination of direct
amateur draft pick com-
pensation for qualified free
agenls, keeping compensa-
tion in exchange for MLB
dropping the international
draft proposal; or dropping
compensalion  while giv-
ing players until Now. 15
to accept an international
draft starting in 2024 while

giving MLB the right to re
open the labor contract af-
ter the 2024 season if play
ers fail to accept the drafi.

On the 98th day of base
ball's first work stoppage
since 1995, the last alterna
tive would leave open the
passiblity of another labor
conilict in less than three
years between partics that
regard cach other with dis-
dain.

Plavers rejected all three
options and instead pro-
posed to drop compensa
tion for this year, have the
sides agree to a draft by
Nov. 13 or then revert to
compensation for the 2022
23 offseason.

“in a last-ditch eifort to
preserve a 162-game sea-
son, this week we have
made good-faith propos-
als that address the specit
ic concerns voiced by the
MLBPA and would have al
lowed the players to return
to the ficld immediately”
Manfred said.

Opening day was to have
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Major Lesgue Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfrod speaks duri

N after negoti
Y Hons with the daysrs’ sssockation toward a labor deal March 1, 2022 ot Roger Dean Stadium in .lupihr.

Florlda. Marrfrad said he is canceling the first two series of the season that was sat to begin March 31,

dropping the schedule from 162 games to likely 158 games ot most.

been March 31 but has
been wiped out by base-
ball’s ninth work stoppage,
its first since 1995,

Frae agency

If April 14 games are can
celed and players do net re-
ccive credit for service time
in the eventual settlement,
frec-agent chigibitity would
be pushed back for many
players, including Shohei
Ohtani from 2023 to 2034,
Pete Alonso from 2024 to
2023, Jake Cronenworth
from 2025 10 2026 and lon-
athsn India from 2026 to
2027,
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