THE SCORE

Sabalenka stuns Swiatek in WTA Finals

FORT WORTH, Texas [AP) — Aryna 5a-
balenka stood stoically ever so briefly, before
crouching for an emphatic fist pump to go with
4 SCrEam.

The seventh-ranked woman in the eight-play-
er WTA Finals couldn't hide the emotion, be-
cause she knew exactly what she had done.

Sabalenka ended world No. 1 Iga Swiatek’s
15-match winning streak against top-10 oppo-
nents, taking a 6-2, 2-6, 6-1 victory in the semi-
finals of the season-ending event Sunday night.

The stunner puts Sgbalenka in final Mon-
day night against Mo, 6 Caroline Garcia, who
streamrolied Maria Sakkari 6-3, 6-2 and can
become just the second Frenchwoman to win
WTA Finals after Amelie Mauresmio in 2005,

Swiatek, the French Open and US. Open
champion and runaway leader with eight tour
victories, cruised through three round-rabin

victories, losing just 13 games to give her the
lﬂ]‘.lEl!El winning run against top-10 opponents
since Steffi Graf won 17 straight in 1987.

Just like that, it was over when the 21-year-
old from Poland lost the last five games against
a player she had beaten in all four meetings this
SCASOTL.

BP PHOTO
fryna Sabalenka, of Belarus, reacts fo winning the sec-
ond =et and maich againsi Iga Swiatek, of Poland, in
the singles semifinals of the WTA Finals tennls tourna-
menil in Fort Waorth, Texas, Now. 0, 2022,

Sabalenka was Moo 1 when she beat Swiatek in
round-robin play at last years WTA Finals, but
neither player made the semifinals.

With that much out of the way for both, 5a-
balenks showed how comfortable she was on
the temporary indoor hard court at Dickies
Arena. Mine of her 10 career victories have
come on hard courts,

“l just want to make sure that every time
she pl:nrs against me, she knows that she really
has to work hard to get a win,” said Sabe Ll-:n]-;:.'.
whose fourth loss this year to Swiatek was a
three-setter in the ULS. Open semifinals.
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were on the only match lefi.

[FK held a slim 20-17
lead headed into the match
and locked up the team win
when it tied the doubles
match at B-6.

Sgambelluri and Flores
wound up winning 8-7 (%-7
in the tiehreaker) but JFK
had already secured the
team win.

[FK has the bnis wins
over Cicorge Washington
High School and Okkodo
High School.

“Its been up and down,
really, but the doubles pairs
arc starting to gel more,
which [ like,” said [FK coach
Joshua Cepeda.

“I think what also helps
everyone do well is the guys
* outside the fence, cheering
them on, the suppaort they
are hearing from their own
teammates and classmates.
[ told them not to focus
on the score, worry about
the points happening now.
[ don't want them to have
to do adding in their head
while they're playing”

In the girls division, the

E Angels swept the Islanders.

5 Mina Noble defeated Wy-
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8-1, Charlotte Oh and Sar-
ah Miyagi defeated Melanie
Rosario and Iris Calaunan
8-0, and Princess Baradi
and Joonseo Youn defeat-
ed Then Eabella and Eliana
Lz 8-2,
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Sonilo Tomas covers spov's ang
food. Email him af
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