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US sends monoclonal antibodies to states
but those may not work against omicron

(The Washington Post) - The
federal government has resumed
shipping all three monoclonal anti-
body treatments authorized for
early-stage COVID-19 to states
despite evidence that two might be
ineffective against the omicron vari-
ant of the coronavirus that is sweep-
ing the country.

The move has drawn mixed reac-
tions from physicians and experts.
Some are concerned many of the
costly infusiens will be useless, caus-
ing confusion among patients who
have heard glowing reports about
the treatments. They note that it can
be difficult for doctors to determine
whether their patients are infected
with omicron or the previously domi-
nant delta variant, making treatment
decisions tricky.

But other physicians remain eager
to receive even less-effective treat-
ments because of a severe short-
age of sotrovimab, the monoclonal
antibady therapy that, according to
laboratory tests, works best against
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Tha Guam Board of Examiners {or Deatistry
Regular ¥irtual Board Mesting
Wednesday, January 18, 2022 at J:00PM.
Join Zoom Meeting
hitps:/room.us/]/ B4 TS T244442 pwd =WDREM
VB2L2dvRzg3czgwii2SnelduliTO9
Meeting |D: 347 5724 4442 Passcode: 177208

Meeting Agenda:

1. Call to Order
1L Roll Catl
IE. Proot of Putication
. Approval of Agenda
¥ Approval of Minutes
W1 Treasure Report
VI HPLO Adminéstrative Report
VIll. Old Business
{a) Dr. Ellie Suzuki — Dentist
{b) Dr. Dania H. Lee - Dentist
IX. New Business
{a} Personal Interview
{b} Initial Apptications for Review and Approval
it} Renewal Applications for Dental Anciltary
X. Other Business
X1 Announcements
X Adiournment
Ta view the names of the applicants being
considerad, go to:

Ta view the LIVE Streaming link:
fittps:/ffacebook com/HPLOGuam

For more information, please contact the Board office:
at (677) 735-7404/10 theu12. Persons needing
telecommunication device for the
Hearing/Speech impaired (TDD) may contact
(671) 475-8339.

This advertisement was paid for by DPHSS/Meatth
Professional Licensing Office-Local Funds
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TREATMENT: Maj. Roseann Apuron, a nurse with the Guam Army National Guard, tafks
about the new rmonoclonal antibody treatment clinic that opened in the Mangilao Senior
Center, Sept. 23, 2021, Health experts in the nation have acknowledged in recent days that
certain monoclonal antibody treatment stilf works for patients with the delta variant but for
infections caused by omicron, newly reauthorized therapies will have little effect.

omicron. They say they would
rather have access to some mone-
clonal antibodies than none, partly
because some of their patients may
be infected by the delta variant,

That raises difficult questions. "Is
it ethical and practical to give those
treatments to people who you think
almost certainly have omicron?" said
Jeanne Marrazzo, director of infectious
diseases at the University of Alabama
at Birmingham. “Most patients are
demanding something."

She said the current situation is "a
transition period,” as omicron over-
takes delta. "But it is very murky, very
confusing to patients.”

David Kessler, the chief scien-
tific officer for the administration's
COVID-19 response, said the govern-
ment has been responding to requests
from state and local health officials
in making all three monoclonal anti-
bodies available. But the administra-
tion has made clear that the two that
don’t work against the omicron variant
should be used “only if the delta vari-
ant represents a significant proportion
of infections in the region and then
only with the explicit understanding
that these treatments would be inef-
fective if the patients are infected with
the omicron variant.”

Thebottomline, hesaid, is "don'tuse
[those treatments] unless you have
the testing that shows that a patient
does not have omicron.” He added
that the administration this week will
re-evaluate whether it should continue
making all three antibody treatments
available considering omicron’s over-
whelming dominance,

After the omicron variant emerged
around Thanksgiving, the Department
of Health and Human Services briefly
halted shipments of sotrovimab, made
by GlaxoSmithKline and Vir Biotech-
nology to stockpile it for the time
when omicron became more preva-
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lent. Shipments resumed weeks after
that, as omicron became increasingly
rampant.

On Dec. 23, the department
announced it would pause shipments
of two other monoclonal antibody
treatments, made by Regeneron Phar-
maceuticals and Eli Lilly, which labo-
ratory tests have shown are less effec-
tive against the new variant.

Could help where
delta variant persists

Last week, the administration
resumed shipments of those two
medications. The latest reversal
followed complaints from Florida
Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis and
some doctors that the Regeneron
treatments could help in places where
the delta variant of the virus is still
infecting people. DeSantis also said he
was not convinced the Regeneron and
Lilly cocktails were ineffective against
the omicron variant,

Those two treatrnents were used
heavily last year to prevent hospi-
talizations of people infected by the
delta variant, but have proven less
effective against omicron in iab tests.
(An injectable monoclonal anti-
body, AstraZeneca's Evusheld, was
approved last month for pre-exposure
use in immunocompromised people;
the company said fab studies show it
“retained neutralizing activity” against
omicron.} New antiviral pills also are
expected to be effective against both
the delta and omicron variants.

The Regeneron and Lilly medica-
tions, given to outpatients by infusion
or injection, are free and have caused
few side effects. They are authorized
for anyone with mild to moderate
disease who doesn't need supple-
mental oxygen, They also can be given
prophylactically to high-risk patients,
including people 65 and older, who
have been exposed to the virus.

The Biden administration agreed

Dec. 31to start shipping the Regeneron
and Lilly products tast week. In a news
release Tuesday, DeSantis, one of the
most vocal proponents of monoclonal
antibody treatments, took credit for
forcing the administration to change
course. He said the state would soon
receive an additional 30,000 doses of
monoclonal antibodies.

In an email, DeSantis's spokes-
woman, Christina Pushaw, asserted
that “there have been Omicron cases
treated with other (monoclonal
antibodies) that showed significant
improvernent, contrary to the initial
study that came out and apparently
informed the now-reversed HHS
policy.”

A spokeswoman for HHS's assis-
tant secretary of preparedness and
response, who is in charge of distrib-
uting the monoclonat antibodies,
referred a reporter to updates on the
agency's website that announced the
change of strategy.

The latest update attributed the
change of heart to a recommendation
from a panel at the National Institutes
of Health, which concluded that "if
the Delta {variant of concern) still
represents a significant proportion
of infections in the region and other
options are not available or are contra-
indicated, patients can be offered”
the other two monoclonal antibody
treatments.

COC director: Reauthorized
therapies wiil have little
effect on omicron

But experts worry that patients
and doctors will be flummoxed by the
advice they must digest about differ-
ent monoclonal antibody treatments.
In the vast majority of cases, they
noted, physicians making treatment
decisions do not know whether their
patient is infected by the omicron or
delta variants, because little genomic
sequencing is being done. Even when
tests are sequenced, the results are
usually too late to be considered in
treatment deliberations.

If omicron now accounts for 95%
of all new U.S. cases, as Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention Direc-
tor Rochelle Walensky said Wednes-
day, the newly reauthorized therapies
will have little effect.

"When deita and omicron were
50-50, fighting it out, | was very
enthusiastic about continuing to use
the Regeneron and Lilly monoclonals
as long as there was a way of differen-
tiating between the two,” said John W.
Mellors, chief of infectious diseases
at UPMC School of Medicine in Pitts-
burgh. "The dilemma was there wasn't
a rapid FDA-approved test to differen-
tiate omicron from delta. And the real-
ity is sequencing takes several days.”
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‘Body parts on the street": Car
bomb kills 8 in Somalia capital

Palestinian American
dies after detention by
Israeli soldiers

in West Bank

JERUSALEM (The Washington
Post) - An BO-year-old Palestinian
American man died Wednesday
after being detained by Israeli forces
in the occupied West Bank, prompt-
ing U.S. officials to call for an investi-
gation into the circumstances of his
death,

The victim, identified as Omar
Abdalmajeed As'ad, was still wear-
ing a plastic restraining zip tie on
one wrist when he was found early
Wednesday morning in a village
outside of Ramallah, according to
Palestinian officials.

The israeli military confirmed
Wednesday that As'ad had been
stopped during a security check of the
area and detained after he “resisted a
check.” A spokesperson for the lsrael
Defense Forces said As'ad was held
for only a short time and that he was
alive when he was released,
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‘ ‘ “He was lying
face-down on

the ground, and
when we turned
him over we found
an elderly man

with no sign of life.’
- Mamdouh Elaboud, witness
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As'ad was returning home from
visiting relatives when he was
stopped in the village of Jitjilya by
Israeli soldiers, according to a state-
ment by the Palestinian Health Minis-
try. Witnesses told Palestinian media
that he was handcuffed and led away
about 3 a.m. Wednesday morning.

As'ad was later found unrespon-
sive by a resident walking in the
neighborhood. Photographs circulat-
ing on social media showed a black
plastic tie around at least one of his
wrists,

"He was lying face-down on the
ground, and when we turned him
over we found an elderly man with no
sign of life,” the resident, Mamdouh
Elaboud, told Reuters.

After a local physician tried unsuc-
cessfully to revive As'ad, he was
taken to a Ramallah hospital, where
his body was being held until an
autopsy can be performed.

As'ad had a history of cardiac and
respiratory illness, according to his
family.

"|don'tunderstand how amanthat
age can be considered a danger,” a
brother of the victim told the Israeli
newspaper Haaretz.

By Feisal Omar
and Abdi Sheikh
Reuters

MOGADISHU A car bomb
exploded on a road leading to the
airport in the Somali capital Moga-
dishu on Wednesday, killing at least
eight people, the head of the city's
ambulance services said.

Mogadishu resident Mohamed
Osman said the shock of the blast hit
the walls and roof of a mosque he was
praying in nearby.

When | came out of the mosque,
| saw several old houses collapsed,
body parts on the street, hands, legs,”
Osman told Reuters,

“Destroyed cars, burnt tuk tuks
(rickshaws); all this mess and loss of
lives in a minute. | survived.”

It was not immediately clear who
was responsible for the bombing,

Osman said he had seen nine bodies
at the scene. Abdikadir Abdirahman,
director of Aamin Ambulance service,
put the death toll at eight.

"A car bomb targeted a convoy,
including bulletproof cars using
Avisione Street. We do not who owns
the convoy. We carried eight dead
people from the scene,” Abdirahman
told Reuters.

Earlier, a Reuters photographer
saw four bodies and four damaged
cars and twe motor rickshaws while
Ahmed Nur, a shopkeeper nearby,
said he had seen at least five bodies.

A paramedic was seen attending to
atleast one wounded person, Reuters
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AFYER-
MATH: A
generol view
shows the
scene of an
explosion in
the Hamar-
weyne
district of
Mogadishu,
Somalia, on
Wednes-

' day. Feisal
Omai/
Reuters
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photographs from the scene showed.
Eatlier attacks

In the past, al Qaeda-linked al
Shabaab group has taken responsi-
bility for similar attacks.

The group aims to overthrow the
central government and impose a
strict interpretation of Islamic law.
It carries out frequent gun and bomb
attacks on security and government
targets, but also on civilians.

It also carries out attacks against
African Union peacekeeping troops.
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The Guam Board of Medicat Examiners
Requiar Virtual Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 4:00PM.

Join Zoom Meeting
htips:/{zoom.us/|/99T22487838 Ppwd zenJm
VHIOVThoZ2RKTIFANVIESDZAOTOR
Nesting (D: 997 243 7RIS Passcode: 638350

Mesting Agenda:
1. Call t erder:
[a} Roll Cail
[y Confirmation of Public Notice advertised
in the Guam Daily Pest.
. Adoption of 3
1 Approval of Minutes: Minutes of November 17, 2021
IV Treasurer's Report: Mr Philip . Flores
: HPLO Administrator’s Report: Zefita L. Pecina, M.S R,
. Chatrpemnsﬁeputmmruelﬂ Berg. M D,
laJmiamergmcy Issued Licenses

ta) Complaint(sk: {1) GBME-CO-19-D300

(2} GBME-CO-13-012 (3} GBME -C0-19-

(4) GBME-C0-19-014 {5} GBME -C0- 19-015
(6) GBME-CO-19-016 {7} GBME-CO-19-017
(8} GBME-L0-20-001 (%) GBME C0-20-005
(40} GBME-GO-20-006 i11) GEME-C0-20-007
(12) GBME-CO-21-005 113) GBME -C0-21-006
(14) GBME-CO-21-007 1151 GBME-C0-21-008
(16) GBME-CO-21-009

{b} Reinstatement of License:

{CJMW) fot Temporary Licensura.

L e
() Complaini(sy: msene C0-21-M0
{2) GBME-CO-21-011
) Applxcation(s) for Full Licensure
m Applicationis) for Temporary Licensure
) Full Licensure Renewal(s} 2021
(e) Interstate Medical Licensing
Compact IMLCC) Appicantis)

IX. Otrer Business: The next Guam Board of Medical
Examingrs Regular Virhsal Meeting is scheduled for
February 09, 2022 at 4:00p.m via Z00M.

To view the names of the applicants being

considered, go to:

To viuw the LIVE Streaming Jink:
hitpsitacebook, con/HPLOGUam
For more s{ormation, please contact the Board ofbce
2116711 735-7404/10 thry 12. Persons needing
telecommunication device far the Hearing/Speech knpared
{TO0} may contact (671) 475 3439,
Thes adverbsemend was pasd for by DPHSS Heattn
Professicnal Licensing Ofice-Local Funds
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The Guam Board of Examiners for Dentistry
Reguiar Yirtual Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 al 3:00PM
Join Zoom Meeting
hitps://zoom.us/}/9475T244442 2pwd=WDREM

VB2L2dvRzg3czgwN25neldul TOS
Meeting 10: 947 5724 4442 Passcode: 177208

Meeting Agenda:

. €all to Order
11 Rolk Catl
I Prooi of Publlication
IV. Approval of Agenda
V. Approval of Minutes
V. Treasure Report
Vil. HPLD Administrative Report
Wiii. Oid Business
() Dr. £ifie Suzuki - Dentist
(b} Dr. Dana H, Lee - Dentist
IX. New Business
(4} Parsonal interview
(b} Initiak Appltcations for Review and Approval
¢} Renewal Applications for Denlal Ancillary
X Other Business
A Announcements
XIi. Adjosrnment
To view the names of the applicants being
conskiered, go to:

To view the LIVE Streaming link:
: m

For more information. please contact the Board office|
{671} 735-T404/10 thru12, Persons needing
telecommurication device for the
Hearing/Speech Impaired (TD0) may contact
{671} 475-8339.

This advertisement was paid for by DPHSS/Health
Professional Licensing Office-Local Funds
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The Guam Board of Barbering and Cosmetology
Regular Virtual Board Meeting
Monday, January 24, 2022 at 3:004M {ChST)
Join Zoom Meating
hitps:/fz00m.us//981 90601114 2pwd«VIFNOWES
TFrZZNOYONIrQI92ekVsdz09
Meeting 10: 351 9060 1114 Passcode: 129697
Meeting Agenda:
1. Call (o Order
Il. Confirmation of Publication
Hl. Roll call
V. Elections
¥. Approval of Agenda
Vi Approval of Minytes
Il HPLO Administrative Report
Viil, Treasure Report
[X. Oid Business
{a) Rules and Regulahons 0n-Going
b} Compilaints
(1} GBBC-C0-2021-0001 - Date Received:
07/02/2021 {A. Taitano)
(2) GBBC-G0-2021-0002 - Date Recerved:
07/08/2021 (A. Taitano)
{3} GBBC-CO-2021-0003 ~ Date Received:
07/19/2021 (A. Taitang)
{4) GBBC-C0-2021-0004 — Date Received:
0772002021 {A Yaitano)
(5} GBBC-CO-2021-0005 - Date Received:
08/19/2021 (A Tailano)
X. New Business
(a) Applications dor Establishment
(b} Appiications for Examination
(¢) Applications for Apprentice
(d} Applications for Reciprocity
(e) Appg%uons for Re-Examination

XII Announcements
X, Adjoumment
To view the names of the applicants baing
consldered go to

DS ' gangdes 0rg
To m meL.IVE smmlng Iinl(.
hitps://facibook com/HPLOGuam

Foi more information, pleasa contact the Board affice
31(B71) 735-740410 thry 12 Persons needng
device for the Hearing Imgawed
{TDD) may contact (67 1) 475-8339.
This advertssemen? was pad lor by DPHSS/Mealth
Profrumnnal Licgnsing Office-Local Funds




